Foynes Yacht Club NEWS 2013

Annual Table Quiz in Aid of the RNLI
28th Dec, 2013

Fair play to everyone who braved the elements to support our annual table quiz in aid of the RNLI last night. Great
night had by all and we raised €497. A big thanks to Jack Kelly for supplying the questions - they varied from the
obvious to the very challenging with a few trickly ones thrown in for good measure! It was a full house upstairs with a
small but loyal group of members in attendance while the bulk of the tables was made up by local Foynes people. Mile
buiochas to everyone who came along.

Changing of the Guard!
Nov 30th, 2013

Another year done & dusted! Great turnout at the AGM last night, thanks to everyone who came along. For now we

just want to say a massive thanks to Tom Murray for a fantastic 6 years at the helm & congrats & best wishes to our

new commodore James McCormack.
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Late Night at the Laying Up Supper!
Nov 17th, 2013

Well done to the organisers of this years Laying Up Supper on a fantastic evening! Cathy and Enda from Foynes Inn

did a great job on the food. The dinner was smashing & the desserts were divine!!! That Bailey's cheesecake, yum!
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A massive congrats to Sail Against Cancer Ireland who raised €24765 through their sail around Ireland this

summer.

We had an absolutely brilliant band for the evening, The News, who donated their services for the night for Sail
Against Cancer Ireland. During the evening Chris and Dave were joined by Donal O'Grady, captain of the Limerick
hurling team, to present the prizes to the Sail Against Cancer Ireland raffle winners and cheques of €8255 to each of

the their chosen charities; The Mid Western Cancer Foundation, The Irish Cancer Society and the RNLI.

Some photos uploaded to the gallery.
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Argo Wins Mermaid Oct Series
Oct 29th, 2013

The Mermaid crews were kept far too busy helping with lift out yesterday so they didn't manage to get in a final
race. Congrats to Darragh McCormack & crew, Cathal McMahon, Christopher McDaid & Bev Lowes, who were 1st

overall on Argo in the Mermaid Oct Series.
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Lift Out Complete For Another Year
Oct 28th, 2013

That's it for another year! Lift out was one slick operation at FYC today. Tim & Bev worked like a well oiled machine
getting the lifting straps in place on every boat as they arrived at the pontoon for the lift. Thanks to everyone who

helped out. Many hands make light work! Some pics uploaded to the gallery.
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Rusal Celebrate 30 Years
Sept 29th, 2013

Congratulations to our friends at Rusal who celebrate 30 years in Aughinish this year. As part of a number of

celebration activities employees enjoyed an evening on the water at FYC last Friday, organised by Commodore Tom
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Murray. Photos of the event have been uploaded to the FYC gallery. Many thanks to the photographers Larry &
Malachy from Rusal & our own Ted Kelly from FYC.

>> Rusal 30 Years Gallery
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Club News - September 2013

Maximus and Marengo win the Sept Series
Sept 29th, 2013

On the final cruiser race of the season, race officer Alan McEniff set a course heading east around the back of Foynes

Island with racing between 8 Metre, Cahircon and Table Rock and a finish heading west in front of the clubhouse.

In IRC, racing went down to the wire with three boats in contention; Battle, Maximus and Dis-a-Ray. Dexterity took
line honours and victory in the last race followed over the finish line by Big Deal and Dis-a-Ray however Maximus
kept hot on the heels of Dis-a-Ray to overtake them on corrected time. Unfortunately Battle were just not at the
races today and fell away with the dying wind as the long, almost 3 hr race progressed. Congratulations to Maximus,

who proved consistency wins a series taking the overall prize in a very closely fought 4 week contest.

The White Sails result also came down to the final day. The light conditions on the day would certainly not have

suited Kerry Dream. Congrats to Marengo who were clear winners in the final race and took the overall prize aswell.

Full results available from the Racing Results section.


https://picasaweb.google.com/111914972333772951951/2013Rusal30
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Whites Sails Winners
IRC Winners

John Maher Trophy
Dan O'Sullivan Trophy
Marengo IRL68
Maximus IRL728
Frank Dennison, Emer Kirwan, Patrick Finucane
Christopher McDaid, Cathal McMahon, Darragh
(Skipper), Fiona O'Gorman, Padraic Kelly, Ted
McCormack (Skipper), Vincent McCormack '
Kelly
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Weekends Racing Results
Sept 1st, 2013

RWYCl's annual Glin Castle race took place on Sat with first gun at 1215. The race started at Glin Pier with the first
windward mark on the Tarbert side of the estuary. Boats then headed back up river towards Rinealon and completed
a triangular course with Mount Trenchard and a laid mark at Dilisk Rock. White Sails were finished racing in just over
an hour while Class 1 had a much longer, 3 hr race. Refreshments were served and results announced at Glin Castle

after racing, thanks to the Fitzgerald family.

Results:

Class 1 IRC : 1st Battle, 2nd Maximus, 3rd Big Deal

Class 1 ECHO : 1st Battle, 2nd Maximus, 3rd Big Deal

White Sails ECHO : 1st Marengo, 2nd Whyte Dolphin, 3rd Passade

On Sunday the September Series began in blustery conditions with about 17-20kt WSW breeze. Racing started at the
club line and headed east, rounding Sturamus to port then back down the river to marks at Mount Trenchard &

Rinealon and finishing at the club line. In White Sails, Tom Murray on Kerry Dream took the first race of the series
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while Battle continued their winning weekend with a great start to the Sept Series.

Full results available from the Racing Results page.

Class 1 IRC & ECHO Winners White Sails ECHO Winners
Battle Marengo
John Paul, Donal, Therese Young (RWYCI), Patrick, Therese Young (RWYCI), Katie,
Elaine, Una, Cora, Ciara, Michael. Emer, Bev.
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Club News - August 2013

Sponsors Hosted by the Club
Aug 26th, 2013

On Saturday next the annual Glin Castle race will be sailed on the Shannon Estuary between the Royal Western
Yacht Club in Kilrush and Foynes Yacht Club in Cooleen Point. This particular race has been to the forefront in the
annals of sailing on the river Shannon for a number of years now. The late Knight of Glin, Desmond FitzGerald family
are very much in favour of this event being held each year between the two yacht clubs. The race is scheduled for 12
noon at Glin Pier, with a briefing at 11am, and it is proposed to sail down the estuary towards Moneypoint and back
up the estuary to various club marks. The event is open to Class 1, 2 and the White Sails division, where a total of 15

yachts will be racing in these three different classes. After the racing a reception will be held in Glin Castle by
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Madame Olga FitzGerald and her family, where they will present the prizes to the various winners, and this will take

place approximately at 5pm.

On Wednesday evening last a sponsors night was held in the clubhouse, who helped financially in any way with
sailing events in the club over the last few years. The evening started at 7pm with members bringing the sponsors on
different yachts for a sail around Foynes Island to view the Shannon Estuary from a different perspective. Viewing
the Tarbert power station towers down river and seeing the Clare coast as well a spectacle for the sponsors while
some have never been sailing on the Shannon estuary before. The giant alumina smelting plant, Aughinish Alumina
can be seen with the very large structured sheds that store the alumina, and leaving the 'upper estuary' the view of
Foynes Port comes into view, and the yacht club in glorious August sunshine. When the sponsors arrived at the club
they were treated to a wine and hors d'oeuvre reception, which were served by committee member, Patricia
McCormack and Patricia Lowes, with Shauna Kirwan looking after the bar. Commodore Tom Murray in his address
spoke about the 'voluntary effort that the members have given the club since its inception in 1962, and said that he
was delighted that our sponsors who we rely on support are extremely appreciated by the club. He went on: 'What
you see today is a fantastic facility for the community to enjoy, we have the facilities for the youth to learn sailing

and become member's of this club, which is the backbone of every club'.

The annual Foynes to the Clare coastal village of Cappa race took place last Saturday in light conditions. A total of
nine boats started at the club starting line with two divisions, Class 1 and 2 and White Sails. The prizes were the
Galleon Cup in the IRC handicap system and the Sean Keating trophy for the White Sails. A total of five seconds in
Class 1 separated Maximus and Battle, which was closely fought by these two vessels and fifteen seconds between
Golden Kopper and Dexterity on corrected time, but at the finish line at Cappa Pier, Golden Kopper received the
Galleon Cup. After the IRC handicap only five minutes separated the boats. In the White Sails division for the Sean
Keating trophy former Commodore Pat Finucane and crew came first to the finish line. At the presentation of prizes
in the Galleon Inn, Class Captain, Alan McEneff thanked the proprietors for the display of food that they laid on for
the hungry sailors, and also thanked Adrian O'Connell from the Royal Western Yacht Club, Kilrush for his

organisation.

The September series of racing will be starting on Sunday, September 1 for the five Sundays in the month. The
series is for all classes, please check the website for starting times. All skippers are to ensure that any regular crew
participating are fully paid up members otherwise the vessel will not get a result or points for that race. Skippers are

reminded that an entry fee will be due for the series. Members are asked to be the marina at 1.30pm.

Club Polo shirts and Club burgees are for sale from the bar in the clubhouse.

Report by Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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Kopper & Marengo Winners in the Cappa Race
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Aug 24th, 2013

Congratulations to John Conway and crew on Golden Kopper who won the Galleon Cup in IRC & to Patrick Finucane

& crew on Marengo who won the Sean Keating Trophy in White Sails in the Foynes to Cappa Race today.

Thanks to RWYCI for helping out in Cappa; Therese Young took the finishing times & the Galleon Bar in Cappa put on

some grub when we arrived for the prizegiving.

Full results uploaded to the results page.

IRC Galleon Cup White Sails Sean Keating Trophy

Golden Kopper Marengo

John Considine, Moira Hasenfuss, Sean Gerry Ryan, Patrick Finucane, Emer

Conway, Lutz Hasenfuss, Helen Hasenfuss, Kirwan, Ted Kelly

John Conway

back to top »

Mermaid Nationals at Galway Bay Sailing Club
Aug 11th, 2013

Congratulations to Mark Boylan, Aileen Boylan and Niall Collins on “THIS IS IT on winning the Mermaid
Nationals. Mark and Crew sailed two terrific races on the last day to become the youngest ever nationals winner.
There were five possible winners from 3 different clubs on the start of the last day of the event. The pressure was on
and Mark needed two wins aswell as needing other boats to be a couple of places behind. Mark kept the cool and

made all the right choices in those last 2 races. Well done Mark and crew.

2" overall, Jim Carthy, Muriel Carthy and Ruairi Grimes on “VEE’ were contenders right to the very end. They
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needed to win the last race to win the event but finished in 4" behind Frankie Brown on CARA 2and Jim's Brother,
Anthony Carthy on ”INNOCENCE. There was only a few boat lengths in it right to the end and it was an exciting
finish to what can be described as one of the closest fought events in a long time.

3" overall Paul Smith. Anne Smith and Pat Mangan “JILL” was also in contention going into the last day and
finished the event in 3" overall. Paul was very pleased with his first top 5 finish.

Encouraging for the Foynes Mermaid fleet was an overall 9" result for Vincent Mc Cormack, Roisin Mc Cormack
and Luke Mc Cormack on “THREE CHEVRONS This is the first top 10 finish for Vincent and he was delighted with
4 great results for the week including 3, 5™ , 8", 8" . Vincent and crew had some great battles during the week and
were leading a few races for considerable lengths of time.

Daragh Mc Cormack. Mary Mc Cormack Cahill Mc Mahon and Johnny Dillon (Race 6 and 7) on “ARGO’ finished
in 18™ overall. This did not reflect the abilities of the boat and crew as Daragh had great speed which was proven on
the last day when he beat his uncle Vincent in the last 2 races with a 10" and an 11" . A combination of bad luck on
beats in very shifty conditions and a few lost battles at very competitive mark rounding events knocked “ARGO”
back. Better luck next year Daragh.

Conor Roche on “SEA FOX went out on the last day lying 19" overall with a very real chance of moving up one
place in the last 2 races. Unfortunately Conor had rig failure on the way to the start line and could not race the last 2
races. Conor had 3 top 20 finishes during the week including a 15th. Well done Conor.

The Lowes Family boat “ZEST sustained hull damage in a trailer incident on the way to the event. The Lowes
showed considerable resilience and innovation to make temporary repairs to the boat and to get to the start line for
four of the races. They managed to beat 2 east coast boats in one of those races. Well done to Bev, Claire and Anna.

The Mermaid fleet are renowned for their social exuberance and once again no one was disappointed with a week of
brilliant craic. Sing songs until all hours every night reached a peak on Thursday night when once again “Shay O
Tooles” night brought out the entertainment talent from all the clubs. Foynes were well represented on the night with a
song entry written by all the Foynes Mermaiders and performed on stage in front of a live audience of at least 10,000
people (Ha Ha) to rapturous applause. However it must be said that the performance put on by Rush sailing club was
unsurpassed. Star performer and sailor Enda Weldon wrote and performed a fantastic original song and melody
supported by a backing group and musicians. Rush also provided supporting acts performed by the indomitable Packer

along with Paddy Boardman that could only be described ass side splitting hilarious.

Mermaid Nationals 2013 Full Results

Mermaid Week 2013 X Factor (Youtube)

Report by Vincent McCormack
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Big Deal Win Class 2 IRC at Calves Week
Aug 10th, 2013

Congratulations to Derek & Conor Dillon & crew who for the second year in a row won IRC in their class at the Calves

Week Regatta in Schull this week.


http://dublinbaymermaid.com/results/nationals-2013-overall.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ducUalvhaMU
file:///C:/Users/Elaine/Foynes%20Yacht%20Club/website/wwwroot/news.html%23Top

Calves Week is run over 4 days with one long round the islands race per day. Conditions varied across the 4 days.
With a slightly fresher breeze out in Long Island Bay on day 1 and 2, racing started and finished out at Copper

Point. OOD Neil Prendiville set a triangular course out around the Calf Islands taking in a number of marks in the bay.
In race 1 Big Deal finished in 2nd place, 16 seconds behind Amazing Grace from TBSC on corrected time after over 3
hours racing. Day 2 saw a similar course that was shortened due to dying wind which suited Big Deal who were

leading the fleet at the time giving them 1st place.

Race 3 was the annual race out around the Fastnet Rock. Wind picked up to gusting 18 knots and a squall passing
through mid race brought fog & mist making visibility on the beat out to the Fastnet poor. Big Deal who were on the
favoured side when the squall passed finished in 1st place ahead of Derek's brother Ernie Dillon on Silk Breeze from

RCYC.

On the final day's racing the OOD set an interesting course with a run through the Long Island Sound and a beat out
around the Calf Islands. Wind was about 18 knots gusting up to 25 kts at the start but died down to a steady 14 knots
on the first downwind leg. Big Deal held off a strong challenge from Amazing Grace who were on their tails
throughout the race to take another 1st.

Amazing Grace won Class 2 Echo, Boojum from TBSC won class 3 IRC overall.

Calves Week SHSC Overall Results

This is a fantastic achievement in a hugely competitive fleet & well done to all onboard. Looking forward to seeing

Big Deal back home in Foynes next week.

Big Deal Crew: Darius; 'Suzane, Derek,
Conor, Elaine, John, Una, Pat
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Club News - July 2013

Battle Win the Jackson Cup
July 27th, 2013

Congrats to Elaine O'Mahoney, Cora Windle & Mike Arthur who won the Jackson Cup on Battle in this years Foynes
to Carrigaholt race beating Patrick Finuncane & crew on Marengo by 3 minutes on corrected time after a 3.5 hour

race, making it a 1st & 2nd for the Shamrocks this weekend. Alpara were 3rd followed by Dexterity and Hero.

Conditions were very mixed ranging from light SE winds & lashing on the sun cream to block out the rays.. to lashing
on the foul weather gear to block out the torrential rain in the passing squalls... & back to suncream again! Four
seasons in one days sailing!!! The race ended at the pier in Carrigaholt but this year the fleet returned to Cappa Pier

to complete the prizegiving in the Galleon pub.

The cruising club also left FYC around the same time and some of those met the racing fleet at Cappa Pier.
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Club News - June 2013

Sail Against Cancer Returned Home this Saturday
June 30th, 2013

A massive congratulations to Chris Egan, Dave Bevan and Gerry Hutton who arrived back at Foynes Yacht Club this
Saturday after 9 weeks sailing around Ireland to raise money for the Irish Cancer Society and the RNLI. The left

Kilrush on the final leg of their journey at about 5pm to catch the returning tide to Foynes. They were joined at


file:///C:/Users/Elaine/Foynes%20Yacht%20Club/website/wwwroot/news.html%23Top

Tarbert by 8 of the FYC cruiser fleet who sailed the final leg with them and Cooleen Point was lined with supporters

to cheer them on as they crossed the finish line in front of the clubhouse.

They thanked everyone for their support throughout this adventure and in particular commented on the amazing
goodwill of people they met throughout the country.

(Click on image below to view larger size)
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Dis-A-Ray Retain the Charlie McGibney Cup at the West Coast Championships
June 16th, 2013

Congratulations to Ray McGibney and his crew who were overall winners in IRC in Class 2 at the West Coast
Championships. They retain the Charlie McGibney Cup for the second year in a row, and by our count this is the 6th
time they've won the cup, which was presented to the West of Ireland Offshore Racing Association by the McGibney

family in 2002.

This year WIORA's West Coast Championships were run in conjunction with the Irish Cruiser National Championships
at Tralee Bay Sailing Club. Each event ran for 3 days with 2 days overlapping. Racing was hugely competitive in each

class and congratulations to all the FYC boats who performed very well overall in their respective classes.

Full results available from Tralee Bay Sailing Club website or the Irish Cruiser Racing Association website: Click here

for results

Fotosail have some photos on their Facebook page. They've been having problems with their website but when it
gets sorted, this will be the link: Fotosail Marine WIORA/ICRA Album

Results of FYC boats:


http://www.traleesailingclub.com/ICRAWIORA2013/Results.aspx
http://www.traleesailingclub.com/ICRAWIORA2013/Results.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151641701134675.1073741826.5835954674&type=3
http://www.fotosail.com/2013ICRAnats

Dexterity in Class 1:

WIORA - IRC 5th, ECHO 10th
ICRA - IRC 7th, ECHO 5th

Dis-A-Ray in Class 2:

WIORA - IRC 1st, ECHO 1st
ICRA - IRC 2nd, ECHO 2nd

Battle in Class 3:

WIORA - IRC 5th, ECHO 1st
ICRA - IRC 5th, ECHO 2nd

Well done also to our neighbours from RWYCI, 'Smile' who were 3rd in ECHO in Class 2 in ICRA on their first outing

on their recently acquired Corby 25.

Get the full low down on the event through a great article on Afloat: ICRA Championships 2013 - New Champions

Crowned in Tralee
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Innocence Wins Munster Mermaid Championships but FYC Boats Fair Strongly
June 3rd, 2013

THE Munster Mermaid championships were hosted by Foynes Yacht Club last weekend, and a spectacular two days
racing took place. The officer of the day, Alan McEneff had a considerable job in setting the course on Saturday east
of Foynes Island, because of the weather conditions that prevailed, with a north-westerly wind and gusting force 4 to
5 with wind shifts, of course this made the task harder. After a postponement of a brief period the race went ahead.
Stiff competition was the order of the day with four boats from Skerries and Rush Sailing Clubs. Anthony Carthy on
Innocence kept up the pace right through the race with Cara Il shading it on a few occasions, but in the end Carthy
got to the finish line first. In the second race it was much the same picture with Innocence winning again and FYC

boat Three Chevrons in 2nd place and Frankie Browne Cara Il coming third.

On Sunday, the weather conditions were a little calmer with a force 2-3 breeze, in which the competitors did not
need to worry about breakages to any of the boats fittings. In the only race of the day Vincent McCormack won on
Three Chevrons with Luke and Roisin McCormack; second was Anthony Carthy on Innocence and third was Enda

Weldon on Mayhem.


http://afloat.ie/sail/icra/item/22159-icra-champions-crowned-in-tralee
http://afloat.ie/sail/icra/item/22159-icra-champions-crowned-in-tralee
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The overall winner of the Munster Mermaid trophy after three races was Anthony Carthy on Innocence with Three
Chevrons second and Cara Il third. Claire Lowes, from FYC on Zest finished fourth, which was a good result for the

Foynes boats.

Saturday Race 1: 1st place: Innocence, 188, Anthony Carthy; 2nd place: Cara ll, 135, Frankie Browne; 3rd place:

Three Chevrons, 119, Vincent McCormack.

Saturday Race 2: 1st place: Innocence, 188, Anthony Carthy;

2nd place: Three Chevrons, 119, Vincent McCormack; 3rd place:

Sunday Race 1: 1st place: Three Chevrons, 119, Vincent McCormack; 2nd place: Innocence, 188, Anthony Carthy; 3rd
place: Mayhem, 190, Enda Weldon.

Overall Results: 1st place: Innocence, 188, Anthony Carthy; 2nd place: Three Chevrons, 119, Vincent McCormack; 3rd

place: Cara ll, 135, Frankie Browne.

The skippers and the crews were happy with the courses set and the hospitality which the club afforded them at
Cooleen Point, hopefully, next year they will return again.

At the presentation of prizes on Sunday, Commodore Tom Murray thanked the Officer of the Day, Alan McEneff in
his magnificent handling of the championships, and also thanked James McCormack as his assistant, and the rest of

the members of the club who assisted in any way with the championships.

Congratulations to Dexterity on winning the May series in Class 1 and Marengo on winning the White Sails division.

Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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Club News - May 2013

Estuary Bell will Ring out this Weekend
May 19th, 2013

MEMBERS of Foynes Yacht Club are gearing up for the Estuary Bell race, which will be taking place on Saturday, May
26. Two races may be scheduled on this day, and it is proposed that racing will be around the cans. Class 1, 2 and

White Sails will be on the water with this particular fixture.

The Munster Mermaid championships will be taking place in Foynes Yacht Club on Saturday, June 1 and Sunday, June
2. It is envisaged that eight visiting boats will descend on Cooleen Point from the east coast, and five boats from the

club will take part. The Officer of the Day, Alan McEneff will be sending the fleet east of Foynes Island for racing, and
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itis proposed to have two races on Saturday and one on Sunday in an Olympic course. Of course, this particular
event is in conjunction with the Foynes Irish Coffee festival, where large crowds are expected to travel to the village

on the holiday weekend.

The Competent Crew Course is taking place on Wednesday evenings with first gun at 7.30pm. Members are asked to
be at the marina at 6.30pm. On Wednesday, May 15 club racing continued in quite blustery conditions with 6 boats
racing. The Officer of the Day, Raymond O'Connor sent the Class 1 yachts down to the Loughill mark, and back up the
estuary to the finishing club line. Results: IRC, 1st Golden Kopper, 2nd Dexterity, 3rd Maximus. Echo: 1st Marengo.
2nd Wyte Dolphin.

Chris Egan and Dave Bevan are sailing around Ireland to raise money for the Irish Cancer Society. On their journey
they will be joined by members and friends on the legs to the different ports that they will be berthing during the
cruise. A special website has been set-up to keep members informed of the progress that the sailor's are making

www.sailagainstcancerireland.ie

Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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'‘Battle’ wins Paddy Reidy Memorial Trophy on Commodore’s Day
May 12th, 2013

ON Sunday last at Foynes Yacht Club a very special event was celebrated, Commodore's Day, this of course, being
the first 'big' race of the season. Unfortunately, the weather did not help with the day, a strong south-westerly wind
and a force 4 gale, gave the competitors a lot of work to do. Five boats raced for the Paddy Reidy Memorial Cup, but
two had to retire, due to the conditions. The Officer of the Day, Alan McEneff sent the fleet of 3 boats down to the
Mount Trenchard mark, starboard and then back up to the club finish line. Battle with John-Paul Buckley and Donal
McCormack winning on corrected time, followed closely by Golden Kopper, with John Conway at the helm and third

Darragh and Cian McCormack on a J24 Maximus, recently brought to the club.

When the boats came in to the marina, Fr. Jim Noonan P.P., Foynes/Shanagolden performed the annual blessing of
the boats. At the club house afterwards a bar-b-que was held with Chef de Partie, Tadgh O'Shea cooking to the
delight of the hungry sailors and members of the public. Music was provided by Rachel and Laura of the Glin based

band, Semi-Tones, who kept members and friends entertained at the clubhouse.

Members are needed to bag pack in the Jetland Shopping Centre this week for Sail Against Cancer Ireland, as

members know Chris Egan and Dave Bevan have started their cruise around Ireland.


http://www.sailagainstcancer.ie/
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On Saturday, May 25 the first leg of the Estuary Bell will take place at FYC. Members are asked to check the club
website for upcoming fixtures on www.foynesyachtclub.com

Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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Flotilla Sets Sail for Limerick City
May 6th, 2013

ON Saturday morning last the annual flotilla of boats from Foynes Yacht Club in conjunction with Riverfest took
place. The flotilla left Cooleen Point at 11am for this annual cruise, and a total of 15 vessels sailed up the majestic
river Shannon for Steamboat Quay. This year twelve members of Moyross Youth Club 'We're Ok’ travelled with the
members of FYC and Commodore Tom Murray allocated different boats to bring these youth club members on the
trip. The co-ordinator, Daniel Butler was very appreciative of FYC committee and members in inviting the twelve

members.

The weather conditions were a bit tricky, with a strong south-westerly breeze gusting force 4 to 5. Some of the craft
used the jib headsail, where some just motored up. The flotilla berthed at 2pm at Steamboat Quay before entering

Limerick Docks for an overnight stay.

In the evening members were invited to the Hunt Museum, where a cheese and wine reception was hosted by the
IWAI Cruising Club and after this members watched the fireworks display from vantage points along the Shannon.
The boats that travelled were: Dexterity, Mweeloon, Kerry Dream, Marengo, Leigh Mary, Inizi, Wyte Dolphin,
Wildcat, Sea Smoke, Aventus, Starfish, Maximus, Lady Shanannah, Kilteery and Titan (from RWYC). On Sunday the
flotilla left the Docks at 4pm, where they sailed back down the river to Cooleen Point for a Bar-b-Que and traditional

Irish music to round of the weekend.

Chris Egan and Dave Bevan have started their round Ireland to raise funds for the Irish Cancer Society. Monday they
sailed to Carrigaholt for an overnight stay and on Tuesday they will be sailing to the Aran Islands on Inizi. At different
ports around the country they will be accompanied by members of the club on their journey. Here's wishing all

involved safe and good sailing.

Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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Competent Crew Course for Beginners at FYC

May 3rd, 2013
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Well, it is the time of the year at the club to recruit new member's and teach them the rudiments of sailing. The
Competent Crew course will run at the club for the next six or seven Wednesday evenings, and it introduces to the
beginner, personal safety, seamanship and helmsmanship to the level required to be a useful member of crew of a
yacht. The course cost is €50 for the six or seven weeks and includes a hands-on experience putting theory in
practice. Cruiser and dinghy sailing together with a special mentoring programme for those who join Foynes Yacht
Club after the course. The €50 initial outlay can be off-set against the annual crew membership of €110. This
particular course features all the finer points of sailing and gives an insight what 'life on the water' is like. With not

only the sailing, new friends are made and the policy of the club is to welcome new members with open arms.

Foynes Yacht Club celebrated its golden jubilee last year with the running of the prestigious championship, the
West of Ireland Offshore Racing festival, which was an outstanding success for the club. New members last year who
attended the competent crew course commented: 'Why didn't | join the club years ago'; 'This is spectacular, seeing a
fleet of over 40 yachts in 3 different divisions competing in this highly competitive championship. These are the just
some of the comments from new member's last year, who were very thankful to the club for getting them involved

in sailing.

So, any would be sailors, who would like to attend the course are asked to contact: Cruiser Class Captain, Alan
McEneff on 086 2568280; Commodore Tom Murray on 097 2563515 or treasurer Pat Finucane on 086 3879654 or
email info@foynesyachtclub.com to lodge expression of interest.

Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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Great Sailing Ensured Start of Sailing Season
May 3rd, 2013

On Wednesday evening last the first race of the season - Race 1 of May League took place by members' of Foynes
Yacht Club. The weather was superb with late April sunshine and a force 2 to 3 north-westerly breeze that ensured
all the boats in Class 1 on the longer course used their spinnaker's for the return journey back up the river to finish at

Cooleen Point.

The Officer of the Day, Raymond O'Connor sent the White Sails division down to the Mount Trenchard club mark,
and back up the estuary to the finishing line at the club. A total of of four boats sailed in White Sails, Commodore
Tom Murray on Kerry Dream; Pat Finucane on Marengo; Golden Kopper, John Conway, and newly commissioned
boat An Draiocht, a Westerly with Michael and Kathleen Burke on the helm. It was a very hard contested race
between all 4 with Kerry Dream getting the best start, but in the end Golden Kopper was declared 1st with Marengo

2nd after Echo handicap adjustment.

In Class 1 two new boats are added for this season, Maximus, a J24 skippered by Daragh McCormack and Siamsa

Il a Beneteau 40.7 skippered by Eddie Barry from Tralee Bay Sailing Club, who has joined FYC. It is great to see new
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boats and members being added to the club fleet. A total of five boats sailed in this Class 1 with Dexterity-Team
Foynes; Battle-John-Paul Buckley/Donal McCormack; Dis-a-ray- McGibney's; Siamsa, Eddie Barry, and Maximus-
Darragh McCormack. Raymond O'Connor sent this fleet down to the Loughill mark, Maximus was first off the line
closely followed by Dexterity - again this was keenly contested with Dexterity first around the Loughill mark followed
by Siamsa, Dis-A-Ray, Battle and Maximus. All finished the Final leg under Spinaker in the same order on the
water with only a few seconds separateing Battle and Maximus who made up a lot of ground after rounding Loughill
when with the tide flushing assisted all to reach the finish the home leg in record time. After IRC handicap

adjustment Dexterity was declared the winner with Battle 2nd and Maximus 3rd.

Club racing continues every Wednesday evening, and member's are asked to be at the pontoon at 6.30pm for 1st
Gun at 7.25pm.
Gerry Ryan, PRO.
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FYC Press Release: FYC Flotilla Sets Sail for Riverfest
May 2nd, 2013

Foynes Yacht Club members will be sailing to Limerick City on this Saturday, May 4 to participate in the 2013
Riverfest, which the people of the city celebrate every year. The flotilla consisting of 15 vessels will leave Foynes at
11am on the Saturday and arrive at Steamboat Quay approximately at 2pm, where they will berth for an hour

before sailing into Limerick Docks for an overnight stay.

This year, two sailors from the club, Chris Egan and Dave Bevin, will partake in the cruise, and this summer they will
sailaround Irealnd to raisemoney for the Irish Cancer Society. Both men are facing their own personal Cancer
challenges and are determinde dto do something positive to support the amazing work ccurrently being done by the
Cancer Society in Ireland. Over the summer months, the voyagearound Ireland will cover up to 1200 nautical
milesand the sailors will be visiting over thrity coastal safe havens, keeping the average distance per day sailed to
around 40 nautical miles. Weather permitting they hope to sail to the County Clare coastal village of Carrigaholt on
Monday next from the yacht club and then on to the Aran Islands, and from there they hope to start the round
Ireland cruise. The yacht that they will be sailing is a Jeanneau Rush built 30ft named Inizi.

Gerry Ryan, PRO, Foynes Yacht Club

Phone 087 2264661

back to top”

Club News - January 2013

Foynes Yacht Club Supports the RNLI
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Jan 10th, 2013

FOYNES Yacht Club will be holding the annual table quiz in aid of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution on Friday,
January 18 at 8.30pm in the yacht club. This event was scheduled to take place at the end of the December, but
unfortunately it had to be postponed due to the weather on the evening.A table of four will cost €20, where a
convivial atmosphere is assured on the night with the questions not too hard for the participants. Members and
friends are asked to bring a 'spot prize' on the night. Commodore Tom Murray is appealing to all members of the

club to support this cause, and is hoping for a 'house full' on the night.

The RNLI saves many lives on the coasta waters of Ireland and beyond each year, and the support in financial terms
is vital to keep this very formidable service in operation. It provides a 24-hour lifeboat search and rescue service to
100 nautical miles out from the coast of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom. The RNLI, which provides
nine out of ten sea rescue launches, continues to rely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income. The
RNLI in Ireland has 43 lifeboat stations operating 55 lifeboats in order to provide a ring of safety around the Irish
coastline. This fleet enables the lifeboat sercie to reach at least 90% of all casualties that are within 10 nautical miles
of lifeboat stations within 30 minutes of launch, in all weathers. Last year Irish Lifeboats launched 976 times and
rescued over 1,000 people.

Gerry Ryan, PRO



